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BY^LAWS 

of  the 

TOWN  OF  CUMBERLAND,  MAINE 

ARTICLE  I 

Section  L  The  annual  town  meeting  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  March  each  year,  at  such 
place  as  the  Selectmen  shall  designate,  and  unless  the 
town  votes  otherwise,  a  check-list  shall  be  used. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  annual  town  meeting,  the  report 
of  the  Selectmen  and  all  other  town  officers,  and  all 
standing  and  special  committees  shall  be  first  in  order 
after  choice  of  Moderator  and  Town  Clerk.  Reports 
required  by  statutes  to  be  printed  shall  be  ready  for 
distribution  three  days  before  the  day  of  the  annual 
March  meeting. 

Sec.  3.  The  number  of  Selectmen  shall  be  three, 
and  one  elected  each  year  for  three  years.  The  officers 
to  be  elected  by  ballot  shall  be  Moderator,  Town 
Clerk,  one  Selectman  for  three-year  term,  three  Assess- 
ors, Treasurer,  three  Road  Commissioners,  member 
of  Superintending  School  Committee  for  three-year 
term.  Town  Agent,  Fire  Chief,  two  Constables,  one 
or  more  members  of  Cemetery  Commission  for  three- 
year  term  and  Tax  Collector.  The  minor  officers 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Selectmen. 

Sec.  4.  In  town  meeting  all  persons  shall  on  re- 
quest of  the  Moderator,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  seated. 

No  person  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  one 
question,  or  more  than  five  minutes  at  one  time,  with- 
out permission  of  the  meeting  to  do  so. 

Sec.  5.  The  fiscal  year  so  far  as  accounts  of  the 
town  officers  are  concerned  shall  close  on  the  first 
Monday  of  February  each  year,  and  all  accounts  shall 
be  made  up  to  that  time. 

Sec.  6.  The  Selectmen  shall  have  the  care,  cus- 
tody and  management  of  all  the  property  of  the  towm 
so  far  as  State  laws  will  admit. 


Sec.  7.  No  money  shall  be  paid  from  the  Town 
Treasury  except  on  orders  drawn  by  the  Selectmen, 
and  signed  by  two  or  more  of  them,  and  no  such  or- 
der shall  be  placed  at  interest  by  the  Town  Treasurer, 
except  by  direction  of  the  Selectmen. 

TEMPORARY  LOANS 

Sec.  8.  Money  may  be  borrowed  in  anticipation 
of  the  receipts  from  taxes,  during  any  fiscal  year,  by 
the  Treasurer  when  approved  by  two  members  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen.  All  such  loans  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  receipts  from  taxes  for  the  fiscal  year  in  which 
they  are  issued. 

All  loans  not  provided  in  the  above  shall  require 
a  majority  vote  of  the  town  meeting  legally  called. 
All  notes  issued  shall  be  payable  within  a  term  of 
years  not  to  exceed  the  useful  life  of  the  improvement 
or  equipment  for  which  they  are  issued. 

Sec.  9.  At  the  annual  town  meeting  a  Budget  J^^' 
Committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator.  " 
whose  duty  shall  be  to  recommend  the  sums  of  money 
which  in  its  judgment  should  be  raised  by  the  town 
at  the  next  annual  meeting.  The  committee  shall 
choose  its  own  chairman  and  decide  upon  its  own  or- 
der of  business.  A  printed  report  shall  be  presented 
to  the  annual  town  meeting  under  the  title  of  "y\p- 
propriations  recommended  by  the  Budget  Commit- 
tee." The  Committee  shall  hold  at  least  one  meeting 
of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  forty-eight 
hours  previously  and  to  which  all  interested  in  the 
appropriations  are  invited- 

Sec.  10.  The  Treasurer  may  from  time  to  time, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Selectmen  convey  by  deed  of 
quitclaim  the  title  and  interest  of  the  town  in  and  to 
any  real  estate  acquired  by  the  town  by  virtue  of  Sec- 
tion 85  of  Chapter  10  of  the  Revised  Statutes  at  any 
sale  for  taxes,  to  such  persons  and  for  such  considera- 
tion as  the  Treasurer  and  Selectmen  may  in  each  case 
determine. 

Sec.  1 1..  Before  an  amount  in  excess  of  fifteen 
per  cent  of  any  appropriation  be  expended  the  Select- 
.men  shall  call  a  special  town  meeting  for  instruc- 
iions  except  in  extreme  emergencies. 


DISxMISSAL  OF  ARTICLES  IN  WARRANT 

Sec.  12.  ""No  motion  to  dismiss  any  article  in 
the  town  warrant  shall  be  put  to  vote  until  a  peti- 
tioner for  said  article  shall  have  been  heard." 

ARTICLE  II 

Section  1.  The  Selectmen  of  the  town  shall  ap- 
point from  time  to  time  such  numbers  of  persons  as 
they  shall  deem  expedient  to  consolidate  the  police  of 
the  town,  whose  term  of  office  shall  continue  until 
terminated  by  the  Selectmen.  It  shall  be  their  duty 
to  endeavor  to  prevent  all  violations  of  law,  and  ar- 
rest and  commit  to  the  county  jail  or  some  other  suit- 
able place  for  safe  keeping,  all  persons  found  by  them 
violating  any  of  the  laws  of  the  State  or  the  by-laws 
of  the  town. 

Sec.  2.  No  person,  except  by  direction  of  the 
Road  Commissioner  when  acting  within  the  scope  of 
his  authority,  shall  dig  up  any  part  of  any  street, 
highway  or  townway  without  first  obtaining  written 
permission  from  the  Selectmen. 

Sec.  3.  New  roads  shall  not  be  accepted  by  the 
town  until  said  roads  are  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen. 

Sec.  4.  No  owner  or  person  having  the  care  of 
any  sheep,  swine,  horses,  oxen,  cows  or  other  grazing 
animals  shall  permit  or  suffer  them  to  go  at  large  or 
to  graze  on  any  street,  lane,  park,  square  or  other 
public  place  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Cumber- 
land, or  permit  any  such  animal  to  go  or  stand  upon 
any  sidewalk  therein,  and  no  person  shall  fasten  any 
horse  or  other  grazing  animal  to  any  tree  growing  in 
any  street,  public  way  or  park  within  said  limits. 
All  information  and  complaints  for  violation  of  this 
section  shall  be  made  to  the  Constable,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  cause  all  offenders  hereunder  to  be  prose- 
cuted therefor. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  remove,  mutilate  or  de- 
stroy any  ornamental  tree  now  planted,  or  that  may 
hereafter  be  planted,  or  set  out  any  tree  on  any  of  the 
streets,  alleys,  squares,  or  other  public  places  within 
the  limits  of  the  town,  without  a  permit  in  writing 


from  the  Selectmen  of  the  town,  and  no  owner  or 
driver  of  any  horse  or  other  animal  shall  suffer  them 
to  mutilate  or  destroy  any  tree  as  aforesaid. 

No  person  shall  post  any  placard,  poster,  or  notice 
of  any  kind  on  any  tree  or  pole  within  the  limits  of 
any  public  way  of  the  town  without  first  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  Selectmen. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  shall  injure  or  remove  any 
fire-bucket,  fire-hook,  or  fire-ladder,  reserved  for  pub- 
lic use,  whether  the  property  of  the  town  or  of  pri- 
vate persons,  without  the  consent  of  the  Selectmen  or 
owners,  nor  take  water  from  any  public  reservoir 
without  the  consent  of  the  Selectmen  except  on  a  cry 
of  fire. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  shall  make  any  bonfire,  or  set 
any  combustible  matter  on  fire  in  any  public  street, 
lane,  or  alley  in  this  town  without  notifying  the  Se- 
lectmen or  Fire  Chief. 

Sec.  8.  No  person  shall  fire  or  discharge  any  gun 
or  pistol,  or  other  firearms,  in  or  upon  any  street  or 
public  way. 

Sec.  9.  No  person  shall  cut  or  deface,  or  other- 
wise wantonly  injure  any  fence,  building,  sidewalk, 
ornamental  or  fruit  trees,  public  or  private. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  shall  make  any  indecent  fig- 
ures, or  write  any  indecent  or  obscene  words  upon 
any  fence,  building  or  other  public  place  within  the 
town  or  upon  any  building,  fence  or  other  property 
in  said  town  by  cutting,  breaking,  daubing  with 
paint,  or  in  any  manner  deface  or  injure  the  same. 

Sec.  II.  No  person  shall  ride  or  drive  at  an 
unusual  or  immoderate  rate  of  speed  through  any 
of  the  streets  of  this  town,  whereby  any  person  may 
be  endangered  or  unreasonably  inconvenienced,  anci 
no  person  using  any  automobile  or  motorcycle  on  the 
public  streets  of  the  town  of  Cumberland,  shall  run 
such  machine  in  a  reckless  or  dangerous  manner, 
always  keeping  said  machine  under  proper  control, 
and  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  speed. 


Sec.  12.  No  person  shall  haul,  or  move  through 
any  street  or  highway  in  this  town,  any  house,  store 
or  other  building  without  first  obtaining  a  permit 
to  do  so  from  the  Selectmen. 

Sec.  13.  No  one  shall  steal  a  ride  upon  any 
vehicle  and  no  one  shall  ride  upon  the  rear  of  any 
vehicle  without  the  consent  of  the  person  in  charge 
thereof  and  the  person  in  charge  of  such  vehicle  shall 
use  all  possible  care  to  prevent  children  riding  upon 
the  rear  of  their  vehicle. 

ARTICLE  III 
BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Section    1.     Physicians    and    householders  are 
required  by  law  to  report  to  the  local  health  officer 
all  cases  of  contagious  diseases. 

Sec.  2.  Any  accumulation  of  refuse  matter,  such 
as  swill,  waste  of  meat,  shells,  bones,  decayed  vege- 
tables, dead  carcasses,  excrement,  or  any  kind  of  offal 
which  may  decompose  and  generate  disease,  and  thus 
affect  the  purity  of  the  air  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  any  dwelling  house  or  place  of  business,  shall  be 
considered  a  nuisance  and  must  be  removed  or  dis- 
posed of  by  burial,  burning,  or  otherwise,  in  such 
manner  that  it  may  not  be  offensive  to  the  neighbor- 
hood wherever  located. 

Sec.  3.  A  public  funeral  shall  not  be  held  for 
any  person  who  has  died  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
smallpox,  cholera,  infantile  paralysis,  or  typhus 
fever:  and  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  of 
any  of  these  diseases  shall  be  buried  in  a  sealed  casket 
and  shall  not  be  brought  within  nor  carried  without 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  board  without  permission  in 
writing  from  the  board,  nor  shall  there  be  a  disin- 
terment of  any  such  body  after  it  has  been  once 
buried,  without  the  permission  of  the  board. 

Sec.  4.  No  dead  animal  shall,  within  the  juris- 
diction of  this  board,  be  put  into  any  river,  well, 
spring,  cistern,  reservoir,  stream  or  pond. 

Sec.  5.  No  privy  vault,  cesspool,  or  reservoir, 
into  which  privy,  water  closet,  stable  or  sink  is 
drained,  except  it  is  water-tight,  shall  be  established 


or  permitted  within  one  hundred  feet  of  any  well, 
spring,  or  other  source  of  water  used  for  drinking 
or  culinary  purposes. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Section  1 .  If  any  person  shall  resist  the  police 
or  constable  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  or  any 
member  thereof  he  shall  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
ten  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every 
offense;  and  if  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
aid  and  assist  the  police  or  constable,  when  called 
upon  to  do  so,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  not  less  than 
five  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  All  persons  convicted  of  violating  any 
of  these  by-laws  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  three  dollars,  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars 
for  each  offense. 

Sec.  3.  These  by-laws  may  be  altered,  amended 
or  repealed  at  any  town  meeting  under  an  appropriate 
article  in  the  warrant,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
those  present  and  voting. 

Sec.  4.  These  by-laws  shall  take  effect  upon 
their  adoption  by  the  town. 

ADOPTED 

Sec.  5.  All  former  by-laws  of  the  town  are 
hereby  repealed. 


Walter  H.  Barter,  f 

Sumner  S.  Lowe,  i 

Frank  M.  Rines,  j  Committee 

Archie  L.  Bowen,  J  on 

Arno  S.  Chase,  j  By-laws. 

Nellie  B.  Jordan,  | 

Isabella  F.  Blanchard,  [ 
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